Toad and SQL*Plus Compatibility
Sometimes people will ask why can’t Toad work more like SQL*Plus – and the funny thing is the answer is quite often it does. You just need really to know how SQL*Plus works – and then look for the same feature within Toad. Let’s take a very, very common scenario that gets asked almost every quarter. Look at my SQL*Plus SELECT command in the screen snapshot below. Suppose that I always like to define the six SET commands for a SQL*Plus session such that my output looks and behaves the way I personally like. It would be far too much manual work for me to type those six commands every time I start a new SQL*Plus session. So maybe I go one step further – and simply place those six SET commands in a script called BERT.SQL. Now if that script is in my SQL*Plus execution and/or working directory, or if it’s in my SQL_PATH environment variable, I can now simply start SQL*Plus, type @BERT, and then enter my SELECT command. Now thing will work the way I want. But that’s still a manual process – even if it is just one extra step. SQL*Plus actually has a mechanism in place to support this – and it just so happens that Toad fully support it. Let’s look further into this idea (
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Tenp>salplus hert/bert
QL<Plus: Release 16.2.8.3.8 - Production on Sun Jan 27 11:41:49 2088 _
opyright <c> 1982, 2086, Oracle. ALl Rights Reserved.

onncoted to:

racle Database 10y Enterprise Edition Release 10.2.8.3.8 - Production
ith the Partitioning, OLAP and Data Mining options

QL) set linesize 132
QL) set pagesize 999
QL> set trimspool on
QL) set trimout on
QL) set tab off

QL> set verify off

QL> select * from all userss

SERNAME USER_ID CREATED
1GHT_UIEW 29 13-JaN-08
UTLH 11 13-JaN-08
vS @ 13-JaN-88
YSTEN 5 13-JAN-88
MSYS 25 13-JAN-08
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YSHAN 27 13-JAN-08

PERFSTAT 36 28-JAN-08

BMF 31 13-JaN-08

BERT 30 13-JaN-08
PUIEVER 33 14-JaN-08
1P 19 13-JaN-08

TShsys 21 13-JaN-08
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SQL*Plus supports the concepts of automatically executed user and site profile scripts. These are simply SQL script files containing SQL*Plus commands that are executed automatically whenever SQL*Plus is launched. Think of tem like DOS autoexec.bat file or a UNIX login.sh script. These user and site profiles scripts are named “login.sql” and “glogin.sql”, respectively. When SQL*Plus starts, it simply looks for and executes these scripts in the working directory or SQL_PATH. That’s all there is too it. So let’s look at a simple example – where SQL*Plus will print “Welcome to SQL*Plus” and list both the current database SID and connected user name. Here’s the login.sql script and it’s effect:
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:\Temp>sqlplus bert/bert

QL*Plus: Release 18.2.0.3.0 - Production on Sun Jan 27 12:18:26 2008
opyright Cc> 1982, 2006, Oracle. ALl Rights Reserved.
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racle Database 10y Enterprise Edition Release 10.2.8.3.8 - Production
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So how do we use this concept in Toad? As with most things it Toad, it’s an option. And it works just the same as in SQL Plus. Look, there are arrow highlighted options for both the site and user profile scripts. Note too that you have to choose the check box to enable these options in order for them to work properly. So let’s see what effect they have inside the Toad editor.
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So here it is working in Toad as we would expect (
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