Toad’s New & Improved Database Browser
There are many different types of Toad users. And since job titles and descriptions vary so widely, it’s tough to say a typical Toad user looks like this and thus needs this. Thus Toad has evolved over time to meet the ever growing needs of our customers. Quest has two key Toad Yahoo discussion groups to facilitate the evolution and revolution of Toad The first group, groups.yahoo.com/group/toad, provides a useful and open public forum for Toad users to communicate with each other and the development team. Some of the best Toad “tips & tricks”, advice and troubleshooting comes from this forum. The second group, groups.yahoo.com/group/toadbeta, is a private forum (i.e. free, but must enroll) for Toad users to participate in the Toad beta program – which runs almost year round. This is the single best way to test drive upcoming new features – and to assist development in meeting your needs. Let’s look at an exciting new and available Toad 9.6 beta feature for the DBA Module – the new and improved Database Browser, shown below.
[image: image1.png]e Browser]

"B Fie Edit Search Gid Editor Sesson Database Debug View Utiities Window Help

ERE R RS CHACH M L

seerone |

F-B8 375 BR &

Sessions

Top Sessions | RES Actvity | Space Usage | Datafie 10

] Connected servers only Overview | Instance | Database | Options | Parameters

Directories SEREH

Shared Pool (mb)

Profies
Resource Consumer Groups
£ Resource Plans
Grokes
5 Rolback Segments
Sched b Classes
Sched Vindons
SHlsched indon Groups
5 Schema Objects
5 system Privieges
G Tablespaces
& users
= f@biginux
g ORUIN
= E@inux
e
= Bt
o g +ASM 1
= BB
o g +ASM2

= f@inux_10g
- ORAID

W Buffer cacne|

Fixed SGA
H Large pool
B Log buffer
O Shared pool
B Java pool

= B inux_11g
+ ORALL
4 5B ORALLASM
= f@inux rac
= fgiRAC
 FgRACT
- gRAC2
= B@inux racvip
-+ fgirac
= f@uin_2000
- R

8882

cnd R BREREHELRASAIAE

B Buffer Cache
ExecuteMNoParse

B vemory Sort

C150L Area getnirate

I Avg Latch Hi (o Hiss)

B Avg Latch Ht (o Skeep)

Graphs |Grids

cnonBREREHENSRIFSRER

'l Dictonary cache]
ree memory

M Library cache

B iscellancous.

HsoLarea

Event was (secs)

I obq siave wat 299
sireams aq: qmn coordinator dl Wit 29.5

I streams ag: gmn slave il viait 29,4

[ streams ag: wating fortime management or cleanup tasks 11

N b fie sequentil read 0.1

Eotrerot

BERTEOR®. (C:\Program Fies (:86)\Quest Software\Toad for Orade 9.6\User Fies DatabaseBrowser.tdb

[T re—

@ AutoCommt is OFF NUM





Now Toad first became famous and popular due to its “tabbed” interface for the Schema Browser. Rather than using the more common tree-view control to navigate the database structures, which requires excessive up and down scrolling on medium to large databases, Toad introduced the novel “tabbed” interface to database objects – which other products have since copied. Since imitation is supposedly the greatest form of flattery – I guess we should be happy with that (
Anyhow, let’s examine what’s changed with the Database Browser. PL/SQL developers are very happy with the “tabbed” Schema Browser interface – because its focus is all the objects they commonly need to work with. And since they tend to spend more time in any given database connection, it’s really no big deal for them to have to open a new Schema Browser window for each. But DBA’s tend to jump around or switch connections much more “ad-hoc”. So requiring a new Schema Browser window per connection is not quite as elegant a solution for some. Now the old Database Browser window gave them a nice and simple tree view to organize and quickly navigate all those connections – while also providing some nice database instance summarization information. But to then drill down further, a double click on a database would then open a Schema Browser window for that database connection. So while getting Schema Browser windows open was expedited, the process still required too many Schema Browser windows and lots of jumping around among those screens.

That’s the problem which the new Database Browser more effectively addresses. Now all true database level objects (i.e. objects that are public or not owned by a user schema) are now displayed in a tree-view for that database connection. And clicking on such an entry results in the Database Browser displaying the Schema Browser info for those objects, as shown below. Because when you stop and think about it, the Schema Browser handling database level objects like users, roles, profiles, tablespaces, etc. makes very little sense, especially to some DBA’s. So those users now have a simple and centralized method to access true database level objects – and all from within a single screen! And since the Schema Browser is fully user configurable – these users can now choose to “turn-off” those tabs in the Schema Browser if they so choose. You gotta love Toad (
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