Under-Utilized Toad Feature #1

Toad is a robust and mature tool – so there are many more features than most of us can ever hope to master. But one that’s very useful yet widely unknown is the ability in the Schema Browser to perform intelligent/contextual jumps to related items. For example in the screen snapshot shown below I’m running the Schema Browser and have focused on the left-hand-side “Tables” tab on the EMPLOYEE table. Then on the right-hand-side notice that I’ve now focused on the “Indexes” tab – specifically the primary key index EMPLOYEE_PK. Now let’s assume that I want to navigate quickly to that index within the Schema Browser to see more information about that index. Most people will change the focus of the Schema Brower left-hand-side to the “Indexes” tab or drop-down, and then they’ll  scroll down to and choose that Index to refresh the right-hand-side. But that’s simply far too much work when there is a quicker and easier way.
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If I now press SHIFT-F4 while EMPLOYEE_PK has been selected right-hand-side, then Toad will make this Schema Browser jump or navigation automatically for me – resulting in the screen snapshot below. Thus I’ve moved to the screen of interest without having to do much at all.
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Now if I want to go back, I simply use the sun-dial toolbar icon shown here to jump back to whatever screen is in my history list. It works very much like the backward and forward buttons in the internet explorer. Note too that you can clear the list if it gets too long. This little secret feature can make your Schema Browser movements much easier – and therefore greatly increase your productivity. Aint Toad just great?
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